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Self-Guided Scavenger Hunts at Adventure Aquarium 

 

Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Grade: Ocean Conservation  

 

Adventure Aquarium is filled with opportunities for guests of all ages to have fun and become more aware 
of aquatic natural habitats and the animals that thrive there.  Adventure Aquarium can also be a bit 
overwhelming for excited students.  Our grade appropriate Scavenger Hunts will assist teachers in 
focusing their student’s enthusiasm by slowing them down and helping them experience each exhibit and 
animal more thoroughly.  Use this scavenger hunt on your self-guided tour through Adventure Aquarium.  

The scavenger hunt offers questions to students that encourage creative thinking and careful observation 
to answer.  Students are encouraged to use graphic panels and animal identification placards to 
supplement their responses. 

This scavenger hunt is designed for younger students and provides teachers with directed questions to 
encourage students to use all of their senses and abilities to explore the Aquarium.   

Please print out this scavenger hunt and make copies prior to your visit to the aquarium.  Supply your 
students with a pencil and let them explore.  Completed scavenger hunts, correctly answered or not, 
provide great opportunities for post-visit activities. 

Enjoy your visit to Adventure Aquarium, where there are always more new things to see and do! 
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Ocean Conservation 

The ocean is the largest, most biologically diverse place on earth and it is our job to preserve and protect 
it. Many species are in danger of disappearing due to the actions of humans. We all have the power to 
make a difference. As you travel around Adventure Aquarium, you will learn about why marine animals 
are important and what you can do to help. 

 

Zone A 

Stop by the Ocean Today kiosk to get the latest on the conservation efforts of the Coastal America 
Partnership to protect ocean habitats. 

 

The Orinoco crocodile is critically endangered due to hunting for its skin. What kinds of products do 
people buy that are made from crocodile skin? 

 

Of the seven species of sea turtles that live in the ocean, all are listed as either “Threatened” or 
“Endangered,” which means their numbers are dropping and they may someday disappear completely. 
Name the 2 sea turtle species found in the Ocean Realm exhibit. 

Billions of tons of plastic are a hazard for all ocean species. Sea turtles can get trapped in old fishing nets 
or mistake plastics for food. What can you do to keep plastic out of the ocean? 

 

Zone B 

Of the 17 species of penguins, 13 are listed as “Threatened” or Endangered”. To help the African 
penguins survive, Adventure Aquarium participates in a Species Survival Plan. Name 2 threats to the 
African penguin. 

1. 

 

2. 
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Zone C 

Mystery animal in KidZone 

 
I am a critically endangered species  - very few of me are left in the wild 
I live in a very small area near Mexico City 
I never grow out of my tadpole-like larval stage 
I am about a foot long 
I have feathery gills sticking out the back of my head 

 

Who am I? 

 

I am a (circle one):     Fish       Frog      Snake        Salamander 

 

 

The horseshoe crab in Gill’s Grotto is an unusual animal. They look like a crab but are related to spiders. 
Females can lay over 80,000 eggs in a season. Their eggs are an important food source for migrating 
shore birds.  

What would happen if the horseshoe crab disappeared? 
 

 

Beach and ocean pollution can harm the horseshoe crab. What can you do to help them?  
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Zone D 

Moon jellies are beautiful but they can be a problem to other ocean species. Jelly populations are 
increasing and can become invasive, competing with other species for food. Sea turtles love to eat jellies. 
How does helping sea turtles also help jellies and other ocean species?  

 
 
 

Scientitsts estimate that 100 million sharks are killed each year. They are an apex predator, which means 
they are at the top of the food chain and have no natural predators when full grown. Look and the sharks 
in Shark Realm and eplain how they are  designed to be an apex predator? 

 

But sharks do have a predator – man. Overfishing, pollution and other human behaviors contribute to the 
declining shark populations.Sharks are also slow to reproduce. For example, sand tiger shark females 
produce 2 pups every 2 years.  

 
How does their slow reproduction contribute to their declining numbers?  


